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Leith Links Seaward Extension Landscape Design Study (February 2008)

Background and Purpose of Study

1.1 The Leith Links Seaward Extension is an open space proposal in the
finalised Edinburgh City Local Plan (March 2007) (see OSR 7 in extract
map below). The open space proposal will link Leith Links to the
seafront in a green parkland strip providing long-term boundary to the
Leith eastern industrial area.

1.2  This study is intended to inform more detailed landscape designs to be
provided as part of or in association with relevant detailed planning
applications.

1.3 The study comprises the descriptive text given below and the following
drawings:

Strategic Context, Leith Links Masterplan
Concept Proposals

Framework Elements

Implementation Area Ai

An oblique view of the overall design

An oblique view to the north end of the extension.
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Design Concept

2.1 The design concept’s key principles can be summarised as:
e A balance of uses: pitches, allotments, contemporary new park
e Safe, Sustainable, Attractive
e “DNA Park” a collective identity based on a mix of contrasting
uses set within a strong physical structure

2.2  The design concept consists of the following:

e Open space uses complementing those identified in the Leith
Links Upgrade Masterplan and those to be provided elsewhere
in Leith Waterfront (see Concept Proposals and Strategic
Context diagram).

e Several areas with different characters which have been
designed to be provided in separate phases over the long-term
(see Concept Proposals and Implementation Area Ai diagrams).

e Creation of a new view axis along the extension, north to the
sea, south to Calton Hill (see Framework Elements diagram).
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e Creation of a main axial route from Leith Links to the proposed
coastal walkway (the ‘Promenade’) (see Framework Elements
diagram).

e Creation of a secondary route which zig-zags between different
activity areas, following future desire lines and providing a
common element to the different character areas (see
Framework Elements diagram.

e Markers and gateways at key points along the main axial route,
which mark transition from one character area to another, and
could be sculptures and lighting columns (see Framework
Elements diagram).

Implementation Area Ai

2.3

2.4

2.5

The earliest area likely to be implemented is Implementation Area Al,
which consists of the existing allotments and part of a development site
for which there is a current planning application (see Implementation
Area Ai diagram).

The Salamander Place Development Brief (April 2007) sets out broad
principles for this area, including requirements to re-provide allotments
lost to make way for paths and for the open space to be overlooked on
one side by residential properties. The landscape design study shows in
more detail how this should be laid out. Still more detailed landscape
design drawings are likely to be required in association with relevant
planning applications. Soil remediation requirements must allow for the
re-provisioned allotments to meet topsoil quality British Standard
BS:3882 1994 for cultivating food. The phasing of allotment re-provision
and loss should be carefully planned to avoid disruption. A longer-term
option for locating allotments has been identified further north, but for the
short to medium term allotments should remain at the south end as
shown in the Implementation Area Ai diagram.

The Implementation Area Ai diagram also shows a notional site for a
proposed community fire station in north Leith which may be the subject
of a separate planning application. The landscape design layout shown
here is indicative only, and should be read along with the relevant
development principles in the Salamander Place Development Brief.
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LEITH LINKS SEAWARD EXTENSION
Strategic Vision

STRATEGIC CONTEXT:
LEITH LINKS MASTERPLAN
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LEITH LINKS SEAWARD EXTENSION
Strategic Vision

Potential landmark

CONCEPT PROPOSALS building - use unspecified ™,
a range of mixed uses grouped within
a physical framework of key nodes and

links
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LEITH LINKS SEAWARD EXTENSION
Strategic Vision

FRAMEWORK ELEMENTS

A framework based on strategic links and desire
lines that will structure the future evolution of the
park space

axial route

primary link from Leith Links to Boardwalk
(‘city to sea’)

visual axis looking towards

the city + Calton Hill

secondary route

local access to all activities

key desire lines

physical structure that unites different
character areas

markers/gateways
sculptural, visually prominent lighting
columns that delineate transition between

parks within park
February 2008
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IMPLEMENTATION AREA Ai

opportunity for new temporary hoarding: as backdrop
building to define to temporary art/lighting
frontage to park and adjacent installation with south-facing
school seating area

adjacent
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civic space as occasional forecourt to
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fire station fronting onto park
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future road access

link from adjacent
footpath directly
into site
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This is a landscape design concept prepared for the Leith Links Seaward Extension

Please contact ITS on 0131 242 8181 and quote reference 08255

You can get this document on tape, in Braille, large print and various computer formats if you ask us.
Please contact Interpretation and Translation Servise (ITS) on 0131 242 8181. ITS can also give information on community language translations.

You can get more copies of this document by calling 0131 469 3600. You can view this brief online at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/devbriefs.

R - F BRI 0 S8 Loeith Links 9k 3848 i 31 % el b e bl i Sttnlpd £ E’?m'-*f-i-_-...rl';?,
TR - REMELABTANTF  HBRTETRETUTS : TTRPEN T PRV R I

A G i W2 W (ITS) + & 36 0131 242 BISL 36 30, 98 1 & Mo B, Sl e
(H2EE o SEET E’I:I-EE'&&#‘ lJ'l'.n'uJ"n.,._..n‘

J_l.ﬂ.l_l Al -
61 7 e e et AR - 9 e E s e TE (T THI) | e S U L Lk sl ,5.,_4.,,“:...,“,‘,;“&“,!
s oF aned . e wae A iee wuj vt ol ES A aite i pla g iy ) 4210 ATt [y das 2 e Chagiea B g

AAfER (= 60w, ) T 0031 242 RIK0 TER (1T R (T T (82EE T Sy G124 K180 o3 ,.A el go (TTA) fan 21 L8y Lila Jla=y|
el | , iA2as s LEY

Dave Anderson - Director of City Development - The City of Edinburgh Council
Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG

Produced by the City Development Department, Planning and Strategy, May 2008
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